
DIY Guide To

When it comes to maintaining a bone-dry 
basement, an ounce of prevention goes a long 
way. Knowing how to diagnose potential sources 
of moisture and take precautions can spare 
you the hassle and expense of more involved 
waterproofing approaches. 

Even if you do accumulate some moisture in your 
basement, there are initial steps you can take to 
get rid of the water and decrease your chance of 
future leaks. Here are a few ways you can keep 
your basement dry and foundation in tact.

Keeping Your
Basement Dry



C R O S S R O A D S  F O U N D AT I O N  R E PA I R

Just because there isn’t currently moisture in your basement 
does not mean this can’t change in an instant. A change in the 
weather or the slightest settling in your house’s foundation 
can create new opportunities for leaks. Moisture in a basement 
can corrode your home’s structural integrity, make the space 
unusable, and pose a risk to you and your family, as persistent 
moisture often breeds mold and mildew. 

You can’t control the weather, but you can take a few simple 
measures to prevent moisture from gathering in your basement. 
A little effort up front will save you time-consuming and costly 
repairs down the road.

PREVENTION:
How To Keep Your Basement Dry



C R O S S R O A D S  F O U N D AT I O N  R E PA I R

Condensation is another common source of basement moisture. Depending on 
basement construction and your skill with a few basic tools, condensation prevention is 
another DIY project that can safeguard your basement. 

If your gutters and downspouts are properly installed and maintained, they will funnel 
water away from your home, not into your basement. 

 » Insulate pipes. Pipes often collect condensation. Foam pipe insulation, however, can 
guard against this condensation and potential leaks. 

 » Install insulation along outside-facing walls. This will prevent condensation and can also 
make your home more energy efficient. Don’t install insulation, however, if moisture is 
entering the basement from the outside, as this can encourage mold growth.

 » Clean and check gutters and downspouts regularly for blockages. 
 » Make sure downspouts are pointed away from the house and there is an incline away 

from the foundation so water doesn’t pool there. 

A major source of basement moisture is humidity, as most basements are poorly 
ventilated and heavily insulated, with few or no windows. Basements can collect moisture 
in humid weather; if there is a large number of people using the space; or if a shower, 
dishwasher, or oven is in regular use. Luckily, there are a few tried-and-true methods 
homeowners can take when it comes to keeping your basement dry. 

 » Seal leaky dryer vents with foil tape to prevent leaks. Don’t use duct tape because it can 
easily come off, especially when exposed to moisture. 

 » Install a vent fan in any basement bathroom with a shower. Make sure the fan is on 
whenever the shower or bath is in use. 

 » Install a dehumidifier. This will get rid of any moisture from the air that may be gathering 
due to the season or weather patterns.

Prevent Excess Humidity

Prevent Condensation

Maintain Gutters and Downspouts



C R O S S R O A D S  F O U N D AT I O N  R E PA I R

Extreme flooding or leaks in a basement usually require 
professional solutions. If moisture has accumulated on a smaller 
scale, however, there are some easy home remedies you can 
apply in your home. The most important thing to do when 
making repairs is to diagnose the problem correctly before trying 
to solve it. Make sure you know exactly where the moisture is 
coming from and how it is able to permeate the basement. 

REPAIRS:



C R O S S R O A D S  F O U N D AT I O N  R E PA I R

Over the years, it’s natural for homes to shift and settle. Sometimes, however, this can 
create cracks in the basement’s concrete foundation. If the cracks aren’t too big, the 
ambitious do-it-yourselfer can engineer a simple and elegant fix. The task only requires a 
chisel, a mallet, patching cement, and a putty knife. Follow these steps:

The outside base of the house is a common place for precipitation to collect, especially if 
there is no graded earth to allow for runoff. The pooling water can then easily run down 
through the walls, windows, and other basement seams. There are three easy repairs that 
will help water drain away from your house. 

1. Use the chisel and mallet to widen the crack slightly. Do this by placing the chisel into 
the crack and tapping on the end of the handle with the mallet.

2. Prepare the patching cement.
3. Pour the cement into the cracks, and push it down with the putty knife as the cement 

dries. 
4. Once the crack is filled, use the putty knife to smear concrete over the entire surface of 

the crack.

Even if you don’t yet have moisture seeping in through basement cracks, it’s best to 
patch them as soon as they appear.

 » Downspout Extensions: Downspouts shunt runoff from the roof away from the house. 
If the spouts don’t extend far enough, however, you could be shuttling water into your 
basement. Extend downspouts by at least six feet to ensure safe runoff. You can find 
these extensions at any home improvement store. 

 » Rain Barrels: An alternative to extending downspouts is a rain barrel, which collects run-
off water in a large plastic drum. Run the existing downspout into the container. You can 
use the collected water for outside tasks like watering the lawn and garden.

 » Steepen the Grade: Grade the earth around the foundation of a house so that water 
does not collect at its base. Increasing the slope of earth around a house can ensure 
water always runs in the correct direction.

Fix Settlement Cracks

Stop Rain Water Seepage



Sometimes, the solution to basement moisture is as easy as a fresh coat of paint. If there 
is a small amount of condensation forming along walls from an interior moisture source, 
a coat of waterproof paint will repel this condensation. You can buy waterproof paint at 
any major home improvement store. If the amount of condensation is heavy, however, a 
coat of paint may not be sufficient to address the issue. 

Not all sources of basement moisture can be solved with a DIY project. If you need a 
foundation repair contractor and professional grade equipment, we can help. 

If you have questions about basement waterproofing and foundation repairs, contact 
Crossroads Foundation Repair for a project estimate and free consultation.

Wall Waterproofing

C R O S S R O A D S  F O U N D AT I O N  R E PA I R

Need assistance with a 
foundation, basement, 
or crawl space repair?
No worries. We can help, and it’s 
easy to get started.

With Crossroads, it’s easy to get your 
repair work complete. Simply call us at 
(765) 296-4615 or visit our website to 
schedule your free inspection.

1. Schedule a free inspection.
2. Complete a no-obligation inspection.
3. Receive an immediate estimate of work.

SCHEDULE ONLINE

https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/basement-waterproofing
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/foundation-repair
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/book-online
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/book-online
https://www.crossroadsfoundationrepair.com/book-online

